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 "This sto

: Skatxng loves a good drama And
though Michelle Kwan'’s petition fora
medical byeto the Turin Olympics

doesn’t qm te compare toNancy Kerri- -

_ gan’sinLilleham- -
- mer, 1tssullgood +
‘AMYE. - forratingsanda -
TUCKER ~ * bitofhype:Butis
commEnTaRy | itgoodforthe
. sport:‘ gy :
Without ques- )
tion, Kwan has America’s sympathy

vote. She’s theunderdog. And who .

wouldn’twanttosee her finally achreve ;

‘Olympic gold'—'
. The question s, does she have whatit

takes to pull it outthis ime? BobHoren, -

chairman of the U.S. Figure Skating In-
ternational Committee, felt confident

enough Friday tosay she could. Pmsure

thatwould make NBCand dozensof .
Olympicsponsors who pre-invested ini-

Kwan happy, butthe ewdence SHggests :

otherwise. -

‘Her programis sull facka tnple-tnple i

combination, literally the gold standard

inthe sport. Russia’s Irina Shutskayais -

.coming offanundefeated season, and
Japan boasts world champion Shizuka
Arakawa, two-time world bronze med-

alist Fumie Suguri and two-timenation-
al champion Miki Ando, whois the only

woman to landa quadruple Salchow in

competition. .

- Thenthereare her fellow Amencans,‘

reigning national champion Sasha Co-

hen and silver medalist Kimmie Meis-
ner. Cohen’s free skate isa gold medal

package from music to costume to.cho-. :

reographyif she overcomes her demons
and skatesit cleanly, and Meisner hasa -
triple axel in her arsenal.

All have triple-triple combinations,
and Kwan’s higher marks on transition
moves won’t hide thatshe doesn’t..«

In figure skating, one bad nightcan
end your dreams, justas the perfor-.
mance of alifetime can send youto the .
top ofthe podium. JustaskSarah .
Hughes. The only constantsa skater can

 rely o6nare training and consistency, two
things Kwan’s lacked of late.

With three coaching changesin two - -

years, she finally committed to Rafael
Arutunianin November 2003, But the

nine-time national champion, the most -

ook ending too late
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PUMPED UP because she S healthy agam Michelle Kwan has yet to make the
mo_ves she ml_ght need to beat the world’s best skaters in the Turin Olympics.

" decorated ﬁigxire skater in U.S. history,
- has failed to recapture the magic ofher
prime. When skatérs and coaches were

struggling tounderstand the idiosyncra- - :
' sies of the new judging system post-Salt

Lake, Kwan “opted” not to compete in

. the Grand Prixseriesand gain essential
knowledge and feedback from the judges.

. Timothy Goebel was vanquished by the

© new system, but]olmnyWelrmastered it

and used it to his ultimate advantage. -

* Thisseason; m;unes prevented Kwan '

from competinginall butan audience-
‘judged eventwhere she performed no
triple jumps. And, in Friday’s run-
through of her short program and free
skate, Kwan lacked triple-triple combi-
nationsand fell on the double axel, the
move that caused the groin injury that
kepther outof the U.S. championships.

Kwan, in a conference call with re-

porters, saidshe got great feedback from

~the monitoring committee and had lots .

to work on in the next few weeks. But
her enthusiasm and dedieation seem too
lictle, too late. Her Olympicishot wasin

. 1998, She held backand Tara Lipinski -

rose to the challenge In SaltLake,she .-
faltered agam, and Hughes grabbed the
spotlight.

Kwan s partofan ellte groupof -
world “class skaters who never won
Olympic gold, alist thatincludes Kurt

Browning, Jill Trenary and Rosalynn

Sumners. She would dowell toremem-
ber what she said following Nagano: “I

~ didn’tlose the gold, I won thesilver.”
- And leaveitatthat.

» AmyE. Tucker; alocal free-lance
writer, has covered figure skatmg for

- morethanadecade.



