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Razzle
Dazzle

Dana Rudolph
and Ronda Jeffer
designed a beast

adorned with
jewels and shiny

mosaic pieces.

Scene.

and

Bennington rounds up moose

herd

and art talent for tourist sightings

BY AMY E. TUCKER

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES UNION

Bennington, Vt.

rain-teased holiday weekend drew
curious onlookers to Bennington,
Vt, to peer, admire, touch and have
their photos taken beside the town’s
moose. It’s true that moose sightings
in this area are usually rare (the stately,
curious creatures prefer more northern
climes), but of late, the town has been
overrun by a herd some 57 strong.

The recent surge in the moose popula-
tion is not exactly a natural phenomenon,
but rather the brainchild of the Benning-
ton Chamber of Commerce, using animal
sculptures as tourist attractions, following
a trend that has brought cows to Chicago,
buffalo to Buffalo (of course), sheep to
Pittsfield, Mass., and thoroughbreds to
Saratoga Springs.

It seems all Vermont is capitalizing on
such ventures this summer. The Bran-
don, Vt.-based Brandon Artists Guild (in

~ inspired Bennington’s Moosefest,

central Vermont) is on its third annual ‘

outdoor sculpture fete. Previous years
brought decorated pigs, which

and birdhouses to downtown. This year,
31 hand-built and painted Adirondack
rocking chairs are featured for “Brandon
Rocks.” And Manchester’s shopping
district is showcasing some 21 painted
ponies this summer.

But its the hulking fiberglass moose
sculptures — bodies adorned with beads, -
mirrors, twigs and photographs, or painted
with scenes of sprawling farmyards, covered
bridges and the pine-topped mountainsides
— that characterize the Vermont landscape
and entice crowds to Bennington.

Marty Gardner of Malta stumbled upon
the moose by accident while out for a
Sunday drive with his 6-year-old daughter,
Francesca. “We’ve typically gone through
Bennington and Manchester in the past,”
Please see HERD 12 b




—
Salvador Dali

Tony Conner,
a representational
landscape painter,
brought a surrealist
bent to his
mooseterpiece.

Vern—The Real
Vermooster

Rick Havlak used Rust-o-leum paints
to create a moose clad in the manner
of a true Green Mountain man.

!
Anonymoose

Lucy McNulty's experimentations
with a broad range of artistic
media led to an eclectic creation.
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jewelry: designer and owner of the
-bead and gift shop, Dana Rudolph -
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d-to see more,’

with all the: sparkles and beads o
nel artists
Dazzle is' the création: of

Rndolph and. Ronda Jeffer. It’s a
mosaie, created with acrylic beads

and- broken’ mirrors . arranged in -

Im termns; d. e
swirling patterns, mappe ovel‘ d1e - ,Bennlngﬂ?n promOtlQﬂ‘_s

bodyoftbemoose. e

dolph — perhaps best known as a

| -and- CompanymTroy—-rs also'a

sculptor ‘and installation ‘artist, and

. therefore is used ‘to manipulating -
| 3D, ob]ects ‘and space.. Stll, the”
| mosaigimoose presented its s share of

took-about seven or

said,* because we enjoy
hops. But we didn’e ‘know_
oosefest. When- we got
and: saw some of the
rankie got exuted and

iked Ra'zzle" Daiile'-, t:he &
she said. "“TIt ‘was pretty_..

5 out-the moose namedf« -

Region-based artists Dana -

* “The. palr, who often collab rate -
on projects, had never worked in -

- the medium before; Jeﬂ'er typically.
specializes in 4-inch drawings. Ru- -

S @ What: Bennmgton =
'»'Moosefest 2005 -

8 Where- Bennlngton Vt

"= When: Events run through i
,October onts ;

: ,slnfo Bennmgton Area
Chamber of Commerce, (800), :
2290252, Ext. 16 orvrsrt
http: S/
: benmngtonmoosefest com

. Moosefest Grand Gala & =+
' Auction will bé held to atction

‘off the’ Moosefest sculptures " :

_ Proceeds will benefitocal,
children’s arts and history: -
education programs, st

- participating artists and future:

-T'Ight days O{: beadmg and one, 'f-owners ‘Chet Chapin and Mike -
Dougall saw the' proposed sketch-

14-hour  day of ‘grouting;’ ‘saxd
Jeﬁer “Itwas anmtensrve process

"VVe were ongmally gomg 0

_place random jewels all “over- the

* moose,”

‘Rudolph explained. - “1
“started lookmg at a book of work

~from - Spanish  architect “Antoni-

_Gaudi a few days before we started

.'th‘e moose. He did alot of iicredi--

“@'Also, Saturday, Oct. _29,,theg ‘

Anrs-evsurs

ATHERD Artsy moose draw tourlsts to Benrungton
k | » ; bIe orgamc lookmg mosaics in- I‘us
- architecture in Barcelona. Thad also -

been ‘in touch with a local mosaic

- artisg, Carol Albright, and she rec-

* ~ommended we-doa patternand not -
place’ jewels- randomly or haphaz— :
“ardly on the moose.

- “We tried the pattemmg, and 1t-'f
- worked ‘a Jot better,”
~Rudolph. “Rxght away, we started:

drawing some swirl shapes.on the
‘moose-and- expenmented with the

“idea of “using -different values ‘of:

. light ‘and dark colors, and warm: -
and- “cool * colors t.b:oughout the
‘mosaic.'We would place a mirror, -
which is alight value, next to:a dark
- value to help-pop out the patterns:

- So you'll see swirls-and patterns of
-light and dark, and that's'a du-ect
;remlt of ourartschool u-axmng

When Hanvood “Hill. Motel

for Razzle. Dazzle, they fell imme-

- diately in"love with the idea; they
-~ underwrote the initial cost for the-
moose. Now:it’s on ‘their property.
- “T's been 4 blast, said - Chapin. -

“Already this morning we've had at

- least 40" 1050 peoplestop ‘by.
< Parents, bring ~the kids, -and you

- have people takmg plctures ‘of 1t'-
7.:_constantly

‘continued.

Defraying 'l.he cost ,

" Given “the exposure and foot
-~ traffic oite of the beasts may bring

with -it,”it’s undemtandable that

business owners  throughout town -

signed ‘on to sponsor. the fibercast

~ creatures, Many of Bennington’s -

moose were sponsored by multiple

“vendors. to. help defray'the §1,500 |
cost — $500 of which went to_ the.

artist(s) s a ‘stipend, with the re-
mainder paying for the purchase of

the moose figures and Chambet of-

Commerceexpenses :
A slew .of ‘events runmng

through October Gome under the
rubnc of Moosefest, mcludmg art- g
. ists” fairs and- scavenger hungs, ‘a

. croquet tournament and a moose

aze (scheduled for the fall). The

event concludes with 2 gala auction . - .

- on Samrday, Oct. 29, at which the -

‘moose scalptures will be sold to the

: hrghest bidders. Proceeds from the -
“auction benefit ‘area children’s arts” b

- and history programs, participating {1
“artists and foture. Bennmgton pro- ’
‘motions, =

- Not everyone amved in Ben—i

_mngton ‘by. chance. The Dills of -
Manchester,'N:H., came with an:
‘agenda.:
falo, New York,” explained - Jane

“Tm originally from Buf-

Dill. “I had séen the buffalo there a
féw years ago. So- we are out.

; £ RONDA JEFFERSPECIALTO. THE TIMES NI
ARTIST DANA RUDOLPH ‘at her studio in Troy, palnstaklngly piece:
together the components ‘ofthe mosarc moose decoratrons she

created wrth Ronda Jeffer

hunung moose  this mormng, then,

we're -headed up to Manchw:er’

nextto see t:he horses

-~ proudly. “We have ‘the ‘map: and . ‘poo
have taken: thre or four tolls' of
‘Real’art

Over “the years, theres been,

debate in corain circles O diold e futar Sorte Ieveliandd .

whether such ‘exhibits are “real” art.

“The people who come'to Benmng 5
“ton_don’t seem 1o be ‘concerned -
“with such matrers, What's clear is -

that there 5 somethmg here. that has'

" caused:them to'think about Someé

“\Ne 've seen ‘all but ﬁve of the *
moose at’, thrs ipoint,” she said.. -

Albany, New York v-"fTiME's UNION

mpmred their i nnagxnauons, made’>
them' curious and, ‘just maybe

‘_ thmgm a dxfferenthght.
“A lot of peop!e are »poo

I'm an ‘artist and T teach fine:

But having workéd onone; I can-
honestly say it’s just too much fun.1
believe, still, inmy heart that

'should be a wonderﬁ.ll expenenoe,_

’AmyE T uckerzsalacal
»freelance wr.rter > _:_ ek




